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NHSEB ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP AND ADVISORY APPOINTMENTS

PROGRAM WELCOMES NEW FACES AND VOICES FOR 2023-2024

1 July 2023 - CHAPEL HILL, NC - Effective July 1 for the 2023-2024 academic year, the Director and Executive
Committee of the National High School Ethics Bowl are pleased to announce ten new appointments to key
leadership and advisory roles for the NHSEB program.

Joining the NHSEB Administration Team as Graduate and Undergraduate Assistant, respectively, will be Will
Kanwischer and Susanna King. Kanwischer, a Ph.D. student in the Department of Philosophy at UNC-Chapel Hill,
will assume leadership of NHSEBBridge Access Initiatives, NHSEB’s Southeastern Divisional Playoffs Circuit, and
more. King, a third year undergraduate at UNC, will provide crucial administrative support and assume
leadership of NHSEB’s Student Advisory Council, for which applications to fill vacant seats will open in July.
NHSEB thanks its outgoing Administration Team, Delaney Thull (GA) and Austin Foushee (UGA), for their service,
and looks forward to welcoming Will and Susanna this Fall.

For 2023-2024, the NHSEB Executive Committee itself will bid farewell to two long-time Parr Center staff
members: Sally Moore and Juliana Hemela—both of whom will be moving on from the Parr Center for Ethics to
other roles. NHSEB thanks them for their years of dedicated service, wishes them well, and looks forward to
welcoming their successors. Effective July 1, the Executive Committee is excited to welcome Vanessa Moore, the
Parr Center’s newly appointed Director of Undergraduate Programming. Moore brings years of experience in
education and program design, and will be a valuable asset to the Center and to NHSEB. Effective in August,
NHSEB will make an additional appointment to the Executive Committee for the Parr Center’s new
Administrator, who will serve as an Event Coordinator for the NHSEB program.

Finally, NHSEB HQ is thrilled to announce seven new appointments to the NHSEB Advisory Board:

● Mark Doorley, Ph.D., serves as the Director of the Ethics Program in the College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences at Villanova University. Since 2000 he has been continuously involved at all levels of the Ethics
Bowl activity. Since 2011 he has hosted the Delaware River Valley High School Ethics Bowl. His teaching
and research interests are in environmental and technology ethics. He lives in Cherry Hill, NJ with his
lovely wife, Cathy.

● Daniel Gellasch is Outreach and Programming Coordinator at the Hoffberger Center for Ethical
Engagement at the University of Baltimore. Daniel coaches the UBalt Ethics Bowl team, directs the
Maryland High School Ethics Bowl, oversees the student fellows program, edits and publishes the PLE
Student Journal, and administers the Hoffberger Center’s social media and online spaces. His areas of
interest include philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, metaphysics, and critical theory. His
current study and research centers around the idea of “cognitive duties.”

● Merry Guerrera is a College Credit Plus Composition Instructor and an Innovative Learning
CampusCoach at the Hilliard City School District in Hillard, Ohio. She coaches multiple Ethics Bowl
teams in her district, and is the inaugural winner (with Pam Antos, also of the Hilliard School District) of
NHSEB’s Coach of the Year Award, established in early 2023.
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● Venus Kent, M.B.A. is Program Coordinator at the Cincinnati Ethics Center, founded in 2021. Venus
serves as lead for the Center’s Ethics Bowl programming, and she is passionated about bringing ethics
and civics programming to new and non-traditional audiences. In her spare time, she restores historic
homes, recently including her own 1924 Cape Cod styled home, and an 1890 Italianate Victorian. She
also is an avid baker, and her zucchini and carrot bread products can be found at local coffee shops all
around Cincinnati.

● Courtney Kobos is an English instructor at the Alamance-Burlington Early College. Since she started at
the school in 2020, she has also served as her school's Ethics Bowl coach and enjoys integrating ethics
in club meetings and in her English curriculum. Before returning to Alamance County, Courtney was
awarded a Fulbright grant and spent one year teaching English in the Czech Republic while a student at
Elon University. Fostering her love of travel and working with students, Courtney spends her summers
working in Prague as a CIEE program leader.

● Heather Lynch, Ph.D. teaches Philosophy and Literature in the International Baccalaureate program
at Campbell High School in Georgia. Her Ethics Bowl team at Campbell exists as an after-school club
welcoming students who are moved to consider some of the most consequential issues of our times.
She earned her doctoral degree in Teaching and Learning at Georgia State University in 2013; her
research centered on video games, identity, and learning, as well as considering new teachers’
dispositions upon entering the classroom. These days, she is particularly passionate about the work
she has the privilege of exploring with young people relevant to philosophies of personhood, ethics,
and religion. When not working with students, she enjoys adventuring with her husband and two
daughters/gurus.

● Julie Piering, Ph.D. is Richard Wood Professor for the Teaching of Philosophy and Chair of the
Philosophy Department at the University of Northern Arizona. She is also Assistant Director of the
Institute for Public and Professional Ethics in Leadership at UNA. Julie founded the Arizona High School
Ethics Bowl in 2022. In addition to her faculty role at UNA, she heads up multiple philosophy outreach
initiatives, and is particularly interested in working with indigenous populations in Arizona and beyond.

The NHSEB Executive Committee extends its gratitude to all new appointees, as well as those who will be
departing various committees, for their willingness to serve and their dedication to the National High School
Ethics Bowl. You can learn more about our entire team, and all the people who make NHSEB possible at
nhseb.org/people.
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ABOUT THE NHSEB
The National High School Ethics Bowl (NHSEB) promotes respectful, supportive, and rigorous discussion of
ethics among thousands of high school students nationwide. An Ethics Bowl differs from a debate competition
in that students are not assigned opposing views; rather, they defend whichever position they think is correct,
provide each other with constructive criticism, and win by demonstrating that they have thought rigorously and
systematically about the cases and engaged respectfully and supportively with all participants. Data from
NHSEB surveys shows that this event teaches and promotes ethical awareness, critical thinking, civil discourse,
civic engagement, and an appreciation for multiple points of view. NHSEB’s goal is to do more than teach
students how to think through ethical issues: It is to teach students how to think through ethical issues together,
as fellow citizens in a complex moral and political community. For more information, visit nhseb.org.

For press kits, media assets, event press credentials and more resources, visit nhseb.org/press.
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